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Welcome to your Parish Plan, which includes the views and comments of more than two thirds
of the households in the parish of Ashton Hayes. In total we received 464 completed
questionnaires making it the largest survey of residents’ opinions ever carried out in Ashton
Hayes. During the last 18 months a small army of volunteers, under the direction of the steering
group, has gathered and analysed your responses.

This document is the culmination of all that hard work. In it we set out the main findings of the
consultation process. All of us in the steering group feel privileged to have enjoyed such support from
so many individuals who have ventured out in all sorts of weather to help us get to this stage. We all
seem to share a sense of pride for this beautiful part of Cheshire.

The Parish Plan identifies issues which most of you believe need to be addressed if we are to sustain
and improve our magnificent rural environment and community. It indicates how we intend to tackle
these issues. As we evolve from a steering group into an implementation group we are determined,
through working with partner organisations, to find solutions to the issues you have identified.

The next stage of the process involves the current steering group’s activities coming to an end and a
new implementation group being formed to see the actions through to completion. Not all of the current
steering group members intend to continue in such a high profile active role and I would like to take
this opportunity on your behalf to publicly thank all of them for everything they have done. Without their
hard work this document would not have come to fruition.

Over 40 residents volunteered to help create this plan and I cannot close without personally thanking
each and every one of them. Some joined working groups and helped to analyse the results and draw
up the objectives. Others helped deliver and collect the questionnaires, whilst some helped enter all
of the data into the computer system. I sincerely hope that many of you will continue to be actively
involved during the next phase.

If having read this document you feel that you would like to help implement the plans to improve our
parish I would like to hear from you.

Many thanks

Paul Varey

Chair Ashton Hayes Parish Plan Steering Group

Introduction
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Ashton Hayes in the 1900’s
(The memories of a local resident)
Around 60 years ago there were six working farms in the village which provided employment
for many of the people. Other employers were the Naylors who were connected to the Tate
and Lyle sugar empire in Liverpool, and lived at The Grange, and the Johnsons at Ashton
Hayes. The women and girls worked in service, and the men on the land or caring for the
animals, particularly the horses.

All the farms kept pigs and therefore needed the services of a pig killer who was well respected in the
community as the job was highly skilled and it was considered very important that the animal did not
suffer. The pigs were hung up and then their throats were cut resulting in an instant death. This job
was carried out very early in the morning, in order that the farmer’s wife could make black pudding
and brawn, which would be sold to the villagers the same day.

There was a farm on Church Road which provided milk, eggs and butter which were sold at the Post
Office. The milk could be taken directly from the churn and the produce was available at any time from
the farm. The Post Office at this time was not a general store like today.

April Cottage had a small sweet shop in the front window, presumably for the children who were
coming home from school, which was then in the village hall.

There were however several shops: Chestersons, on Kelsall Road which sold food and household
items and also had a delivery service and a bakery; Clarkes, a wooden building on the corner of Peel
Hall Lane was a general store selling groceries and hardware; and next door was a bike shop which
was also a wooden building. The bicycle was an essential item to get to both work and Chester.
Nobody could afford to buy a bike outright but it was possible to pay for it in installments.

Mr Lightfoot, who lived in Rose Cottage on Kelsall Road, had a bakery at the back of his house and
in between the Pub and the Post Office (before the pub was extended) was a fish and chip shop. It
was open at lunch time and in the evening, and had four tables for dining. The shop closed in the
1940s.

The memories of a local resident

Children playing in Kelsall Road
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Issue Objective Partners Time-scale

Ashton Lane/A54
Junction safety

Objective R1
Improve safety for vehicles and
pedestrians leaving and entering
Ashton Hayes

CWAC
Police
Ashton Hayes Parish Council
Tarvin & Kelsall Parish Council
Kelsall Parish Plan implementation
Group
Parish Plan Implementation Group

Long Term

Speeding and
Safety

Objective R2
To identify different measures to
slow down traffic on specific
roads and locations.

CWAC
Parish Council
School
Nursery
Police
Parish Plan Implementation Group

Medium Term

Junction Visibility Objective R3
To identify ways of improving
road junction visibility.

CWAC
Police
Parish Council
School
Nursery
Parish Plan Implementation Group

Long Term

Pedestrian safety Objective R4
To create a safer environment
for all pedestrians.

CWAC
Parish Council
school liaison officer
School
Parish Plan Implementation Group

Short and
Medium Term

Speed & increased
use of Kelsall Road
to A54

Objective R5
Improve safety for pedestrians
and vehicles.

CWAC
Farms
Football club
Parish Council
Police
Parish Plan Implementation Group

Medium Term

Parking Objective R6
To reduce obstructions and
increase visibility on roads and
pavements

Parish Council
Community safety wardens
Police
School
Parish Plan Implementation Group

Short and
Medium Term

Road signage and
surfaces

Objective R7
Improvement in road surfaces
and clarity of signage

CWAC
Parish Council
Parish Plan Implementation Group

Medium Term

Foliage
overgrowing,
pavements

Objective R8
Maintain full width of paths

Parish Council
CWAC
Parish Plan Implementation Group

Short Term

Summary of Issues and Objectives – Road and Pedestrian Safety



Road and Pedestrian Safety task list
OBJECTIVE R1

Improve safety for pedestrians and vehicles leaving and entering the village

Tasks:

R1.1 Establish traffic volume and direction of traffic exiting from Ashton Lane.

R1.2 Consult with CWAC – Highways possible solutions to the concerns raised.

R1.3 Seek advice from an “Independent” traffic consultant.

R1.4 Investigate whether existing road layout is of concern to the bus company.

OBJECTIVE R2

To identify different measures to slow traffic down at specific locations.

Tasks:

R2.1 Work in partnership with the Parish Council and the community speed watch group to
continue monitoring speed and volume of vehicles, particularly Church Road, and note
times of day.

R2.2 Investigate action taken in other areas of the UK.

R2.3 Seek views from independent consultant.

R2.4 Seek suggestions and pro-active advise on traffic calming from CWAC.

OBJECTIVE R3

To identify ways of improving road junction visibility.

Tasks:

R3.1 Consider in conjunction with “Hedges and Over grown pavements” and “Road signage”.

R3.2 Seek advice from CWAC Highways.

R3.3 Obtain views of independent consultant.

OBJECTIVE R4

To create a safer environment for pedestrians.

Tasks

R4.1 Traffic calming. Seek advise from CWAC and an independent consultant, particularly at
Golden Lion/West End crossing and Gongar Lane/Pentre Lane.

R4.2 Investigate action taken in other communities.

Issues andObjectives
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OBJECTIVE R5

Improve safety for pedestrians and vehicles while using Kelsall Road.

Tasks:

R5.1 Consult National Guide Lines on Speed limits.

R5.2 Discuss with CWAC possible solutions as a consequence of the increased use.

R5.3 Consider if Lane End/A54 junction was made safer would there be a reduction in the use
of Kelsall Road?

R5.4 Find out proportion of traffic exiting either left or right onto A54.

OBJECTIVE R6

To reduce obstructions and increase visibility on roads and pavements.

Tasks:

R6.1 Establish areas within the parish where problems exist and at what times of day.

R6.2 Make Community Warden and Parish Council aware of areas of concern.

OBJECTIVE R7

Improvement in road signs and the clarity/visibility of existing signs. Improvement in existing road
surface.

Tasks:

R7.1 To make use of the existing CWAC reporting system.

R7.2 Examine existing National Guide lines for signage and relate to the needs of Ashton Hayes.

R7.3 Consider impact of “removing” some of the signs.

OBJECTIVE R8

Maintain full width of paths and boundary lines.

Tasks:

R8.1 Make use of existing CWAC reporting system.

R8.2 Instigate a dialogue with all partners to ascertain the best way of resolving the issue in
particular locations.
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The Parish Plan steering group would like to thank everyone who has been involved in the
production of this plan and in particular the people of Ashton Hayes who completed the
questionnaire, attended the open day and feedback meetings.

We would also like to thank the following for their support:

• Ashton Hayes Going Carbon Neutral Group

• Ashton Hayes Parish Council

• Ashworth Time Bank

• Cheshire County Council

• Chester City Council

• Cheshire Community Action

• M&M Communications

• Sylvia Milne - www.sylviamilne.co.uk/ashton.htm

• The Children and Staff of Ashton Hayes Primary School
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1. How often do you use the Post Office Services

Consultation results

34

Daily 64 Weekly 246 Monthly 71 Rarely 76 Not
Answered 7

2. How often do you use the village shop or its services?

Daily 160 Weekly 212 Monthly 44 Rarely 36 Not
Answered 12

3. Ashworth Time Bank operates from Ashton Post Office.
a) Are you aware of the services it offers?

All 109 Some 260 None 84 Not
Answered 11

b) Do you feel that it is an important part of the community?

c) Why do you feel this? (Top 5 Responses)

All 315 Some 15 None 120 Not
Answered 14

Community spirit & social cohesion 123

Helps elderly, retired, isolated & vulnerable 44

Important service 38

Help others & reciprocal 35

Share common interest 15

Postal 195

Newsagency 157

Provisions 153

Banking 31

All Services 31

4. If there was no shop or Post Office in the village, what services would
you miss most? (Top 5 Responses)

Our Community
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Daily 5 Weekly 25 Monthly 25 Rarely 385 Not
Answered 24

Daily 5 Weekly 17 Monthly 53 Rarely 368 Not
Answered 21

5. Do you feel safe when walking around the parish?

Yes 420 No 11 Don’t
Know 18 Not

Answered 15

11. How often do you use the rail service from Mouldsworth?

6. Would you support a re-instatement of a Neighbourhood Watch scheme?

Yes 318 No 21 Don’t
Know 103 Not

Answered 22

7. If so, would you be prepared to take an active part in setting it up?

Yes 77 No 320 Not
Answered 67

8. How often do you use the bus service?

Chester 350 Frodsham 198 Northwich 131

Tarvin 111 Kelsall 111 Other
(Tarporley) 11

9. Where would you like to be able to travel to by bus?

Frequency of service 164

Regular service 72

No personal transport available 41

Reliable service 29

Price 23

10. What would make you use the bus service more? (Top 5 Responses)




